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Contents of This Package
Social studies assessment is the most varied of the four core subjects. The materials in this package include map activities, comparison charts, primary-source readings, civics drills, and short-answer quizzes. The mix reflects how social studies actually works — historians and citizens use many different ways of knowing. Grade 6 covers the Eastern Hemisphere from the first river civilizations through the medieval world.
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Map Skills Reference
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Q1 Unit Assessment
QUARTER 2 — Classical Greece, Persia, and Early Rome
Worksheet 2A: Geography of the Mediterranean and Near East
Worksheet 2B: Ancient Greece — City-States and Athens
Worksheet 2C: The Persian Empire
Worksheet 2D: The Roman Republic
Comparison Chart: Athens, Sparta, Rome
Primary Source: Pericles’ Funeral Oration (adapted)
Civics Drill: Comparing Ancient Governments
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Q2 Unit Assessment
MID-YEAR FINAL ASSESSMENT
QUARTER 3 — The Roman and Han Empires, Trade Routes, and World Religions
Worksheet 3A: The Roman Empire
Worksheet 3B: Han China
Worksheet 3C: The Silk Road and Indian Ocean Trade
Worksheet 3D: World Religions — Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Confucianism
Comparison Chart: Rome and Han China
Primary Source: The Edicts of Ashoka (adapted)
Quiz 3.1: Rome and Han
Quiz 3.2: Trade and World Religions
Q3 Unit Assessment
QUARTER 4 — The Medieval World: Byzantium, Islam, Europe, Asia, and Africa
Worksheet 4A: The Byzantine Empire
Worksheet 4B: The Rise and Spread of Islam
Worksheet 4C: Medieval Europe (Charlemagne to the High Middle Ages)
Worksheet 4D: Tang and Song China; Medieval Japan
Worksheet 4E: African Kingdoms — Ghana, Mali, Songhai
Worksheet 4F: The Mongol Empire and the Black Death
Comparison Chart: Byzantium, Islamic Caliphate, Medieval Europe
Primary Source: Excerpt from Ibn Battuta’s travels (adapted)
Quiz 4.1: Byzantium and Islam
Quiz 4.2: Medieval Europe, Asia, and Africa
Q4 Unit Assessment
YEAR-END SOCIAL STUDIES FINAL ASSESSMENT
COMPLETE ANSWER KEYS


How to Use This Package
Use these materials alongside the social studies thread of the curriculum. Worksheets are practice; quizzes are formative; unit assessments are summative. Pair them with the daily readings, primary sources, and projects in the curriculum.
Map activities
1. Map activities require a printed outline map or a hand-drawn one. Free outline maps of Africa, Asia, the Middle East, and the Mediterranean are available from National Geographic Education and the U.S. Geological Survey.
1. Every map should include: title, compass rose, scale or legend (when relevant), and key/labels.
Comparison charts
1. These are graphic organizers that the student fills in to compare two or more civilizations side-by-side.
1. Score the chart on completeness and accuracy.
Primary-source readings
1. Each quarter includes one adapted primary source (the Code of Hammurabi, Pericles’ Funeral Oration, the Edicts of Ashoka, Ibn Battuta’s travels) and comprehension questions. Adapted versions are written for Grade 6 readers but preserve the voice and substance of the originals.
1. Always have the student identify the author, the date, the audience, and the author’s purpose.
Civics drills
1. Short structured exercises that ask students to apply civic concepts — like comparing governments, identifying rights and responsibilities, or analyzing how power was structured in different ancient societies.
Quizzes and assessments
1. Quizzes (10 questions each): a mix of multiple choice, short answer, and one open response.
1. Unit assessments (15–20 points): mix of question types, including a short essay scored with a rubric.
1. Mid-year and year-end finals: cumulative, with multiple sections.
Scoring
1. Multiple choice and fill-in: 1 point each.
1. Short answer: up to 2 points each (1 for accuracy, 1 for evidence/explanation).
1. Open response and essay: scored with a 4-point rubric (Ideas, Organization, Evidence, Conventions).
1. 80%+ = “Meets Expectations” (3 on the rubric); 90%+ = Exceeds (4); 60–79% = Developing (2); below 60% = Beginning (1).


NYS Framework Standards Map
New York State Grade 6 Social Studies Framework: The Eastern Hemisphere. Standards 6.1 through 6.10 cover ancient civilizations through the medieval world.
	Code
	Description
	Quarter

	6.1
	EASTERN HEMISPHERE: Geographic, cultural, and historical contexts of the Eastern Hemisphere.
	1, 2, 3, 4

	6.2
	RIVER CIVILIZATIONS: Mesopotamia, Egypt, the Indus Valley, and ancient China developed along major rivers; complex societies emerged.
	1

	6.3
	COMPARATIVE WORLD RELIGIONS: Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, and Confucianism developed in the Eastern Hemisphere.
	3, 4

	6.4
	MEDITERRANEAN WORLD: Classical Greece, the Persian Empire, and Rome shaped political and cultural life.
	2

	6.5
	INTERACTIONS AND TRADE: The Silk Road and Indian Ocean trade connected the Eastern Hemisphere.
	3

	6.6
	BYZANTIUM AND ISLAM: The Byzantine Empire preserved Roman traditions; the Islamic Caliphate developed in the Arabian Peninsula and spread.
	4

	6.7
	MEDIEVAL EUROPE: After the fall of Rome, feudalism, the Catholic Church, and gradually emerging kingdoms shaped European life.
	4

	6.8
	ASIAN CIVILIZATIONS: Tang and Song China and medieval Japan developed distinctive civilizations.
	4

	6.9
	AFRICAN AND MONGOL SYSTEMS: Ghana, Mali, and Songhai dominated West Africa; the Mongol Empire reshaped Eurasia.
	4

	6.10
	LATE MEDIEVAL SHIFTS: The Black Death, Crusades, and economic change transformed the medieval world.
	4




State Adaptation Notes
Social studies standards vary more by state than any other subject. Grade 6 in some states covers world history (this package’s scope); in others, world geography; in others, ancient civilizations only. Here is how to adapt this package for the major non-NY states:
Texas (TEKS Grade 6: World Cultures)
1. This package aligns well with the TEKS Grade 6 “contemporary world societies” approach when paired with a modern-day geography unit at year-end.
1. Q1–Q3 work as written — ancient civilizations and classical world are core to TEKS.
1. In Q4, supplement with a contemporary-world overview week (population, climate zones, modern political map of Eastern Hemisphere).
Florida (B.E.S.T. Grade 6: World History)
1. This package aligns extremely well with FL B.E.S.T. Grade 6 World History.
1. Q1–Q4 cover essentially the same scope as the FL framework: river civilizations, classical world, world religions, medieval world.
1. Florida Civics integration: Q2 and Q4 civics drills satisfy the FL civics literacy requirements at this grade.
California (Framework Grade 6: World History — Ancient Civilizations)
1. This package aligns well with the CA Grade 6 Framework, which covers ancient civilizations through the fall of Rome.
1. Q1–Q2 work as written; Q3 should emphasize Rome and Han China, with religion content.
1. Q4 may run beyond the CA Grade 6 scope (which ends at the fall of Rome); use it as enrichment or move portions to Grade 7.
Virginia (SOL Grade 6: U.S. History to 1865)
1. Virginia’s Grade 6 covers U.S. History, NOT world history; this package may need substantial adjustment for VA homeschoolers following SOL.
1. Alternative: use this package in Grade 7, when VA SOL covers ancient civilizations and the medieval world.
1. For VA students staying on track with SOL: use Q2 civics drills and Q3 comparative-government content; substitute the rest with VA U.S. History materials.


Map Skills Reference
Every map a Grade 6 student creates should include the following elements:
	Element
	What it does

	Title
	States what the map shows.

	Compass rose
	Shows direction (North, South, East, West).

	Scale
	Shows the relationship between map distance and real-world distance.

	Legend / key
	Explains the symbols used on the map.

	Labels
	Names places (countries, cities, rivers, mountains, etc.).

	Latitude and longitude
	Lines used to locate places on the globe; latitude runs east–west, longitude runs north–south.

	Equator
	Line of latitude at 0° (Earth’s midline).

	Prime Meridian
	Line of longitude at 0° (passes through Greenwich, England).


Key vocabulary
1. Hemisphere: half of the Earth (Northern, Southern, Eastern, Western).
1. Continent: one of the seven large landmasses on Earth.
1. Country: a political unit with its own government.
1. Capital: the city where the national government is located.
1. Landform: a natural feature of Earth’s surface (mountain, river, plain, etc.).
1. Climate: the typical weather pattern of a place over many years.
1. Empire: a political unit that controls multiple peoples or territories.
1. City-state: a self-governing city and the territory it controls.
1. Trade route: an established path along which goods are exchanged.


	QUARTER 1 — RIVER CIVILIZATIONS OF THE ANCIENT WORLD



	Worksheet 1A — Geography of the Eastern Hemisphere (Map Work)
Standard: 6.1, 6.2
Recommended time: 45 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________
You will need: a blank outline map of the Eastern Hemisphere (from National Geographic Education or another free source), colored pencils, and a ruler.
Part 1: Continents and oceans
1. Label Africa, Asia, Europe, and Australia.
1. Label the Atlantic Ocean, Pacific Ocean, Indian Ocean, and the Mediterranean Sea.
1. Draw and label the equator, the Tropic of Cancer, and the Tropic of Capricorn.
1. Label the Prime Meridian.
Part 2: Rivers of the river civilizations
Label each of the following rivers in their correct locations:
1. Tigris River and Euphrates River (Mesopotamia, modern Iraq).
1. Nile River (Egypt).
1. Indus River (modern Pakistan and India).
1. Yellow River (Huang He) and Yangtze River (Chang Jiang) (China).
Part 3: Major landforms
1. The Himalayas (Asia).
1. The Sahara Desert (North Africa).
1. The Arabian Peninsula and the Persian Gulf.
1. The Mediterranean Sea, the Red Sea, and the Black Sea.
1. The Caspian Sea.
Part 4: Climate and settlement zones
Color or shade your map to show climate zones.
1. Green = tropical.
1. Yellow = temperate.
1. Brown = desert (most of North Africa, Arabia, Central Asia).
1. Light blue = highland (Himalayas, Tibetan Plateau).
1. Add a legend to your map.
Part 5: Reflection
1. Why did the world’s first civilizations grow up along rivers? Give at least two reasons.
2. Looking at your climate-zone shading, where on the map would farming be easiest? Why?
	Worksheet 1B — Mesopotamia
Standard: 6.2
Recommended time: 40 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________
Part 1: Geography
1. The word “Mesopotamia” means “land between two rivers.” Name the two rivers: _____ and _____.
2. In what modern country is most of ancient Mesopotamia located? _____
3. What is the “Fertile Crescent”? _____
Part 2: Achievements
4. Mesopotamian scribes invented the world’s first writing system. It was called _____.
5. The world’s first written code of laws was the Code of _____ (the Babylonian king who issued it around 1750 BCE).
6. Mesopotamians used a number system based on _____. We still use it today for telling time and measuring angles.
7. Name one early Mesopotamian invention or technology: _____
Part 3: Government and society
8. What was a “ziggurat”, and what was its purpose? _____
9. Mesopotamian cities had what kind of government in their earliest period — single king or council of citizens? _____
10. Name one Mesopotamian city: _____
Part 4: Religion and legacy
11. What kind of religion did the Mesopotamians practice — monotheistic (one god) or polytheistic (many gods)? _____
12. Name one Mesopotamian work of literature: _____
13. Why is Mesopotamia sometimes called the “cradle of civilization”? Answer in one or two sentences.
	Worksheet 1C — Ancient Egypt
Standard: 6.2
Recommended time: 40 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________
Part 1: Geography
1. On which river did ancient Egyptian civilization develop? _____
2. The Nile flooded every year, depositing rich silt that made farming possible. This flooding pattern is called the _____.
3. Egypt was divided into two main regions: Upper Egypt (south) and Lower Egypt (north). Why is the southern part called “Upper” Egypt? _____
Part 2: Government and the pharaoh
4. The supreme ruler of ancient Egypt was called the _____.
5. Egyptians believed the pharaoh was both a king and a _____.
6. Egyptian government is called a “theocracy” because it combined religion and political power. Explain in one sentence. _____
Part 3: Achievements
7. Egyptian scribes wrote in _____, the sacred writing system.
8. Name two famous Egyptian engineering achievements: _____ and _____.
9. What was the Great Pyramid of Giza built for? _____
10. The Egyptians made paper-like material from a plant. What was it called? _____
Part 4: Religion and afterlife
11. Egyptian religion was monotheistic / polytheistic (circle one). Name one Egyptian god: _____
12. Why did Egyptians mummify their dead?
13. What is the Book of the Dead? _____
Part 5: Connections
14. In what way did ancient Egypt influence later civilizations? Name one specific influence.
	Worksheet 1D — The Indus Valley Civilization
Standard: 6.2
Recommended time: 35 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________
Part 1: Geography
1. Along which river did the Indus civilization develop? _____
2. In what modern countries are Indus Valley sites located? _____ and _____.
3. Name two of the largest Indus Valley cities: _____ and _____.
Part 2: Urban planning
4. Indus Valley cities are famous for their grid-pattern streets. What does “grid pattern” mean? _____
5. What did Indus Valley cities have for sanitation that few other ancient cities had? _____
6. Why do archaeologists believe Indus society was relatively peaceful and well-organized?
Part 3: Mystery and decline
7. Why has Indus Valley script not yet been fully translated? _____
8. List two possible reasons the Indus civilization declined around 1900 BCE: _____ and _____.
9. What modern languages and traditions are sometimes traced to ancient Indus culture?
	Worksheet 1E — Early China: Shang and Zhou Dynasties
Standard: 6.2
Recommended time: 40 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________
Part 1: Geography
1. Along which two rivers did Chinese civilization develop? _____ (Huang He) and _____ (Chang Jiang).
2. The Yellow River is famous for both supporting and threatening Chinese civilization. Why? _____
Part 2: The Shang Dynasty
3. The Shang Dynasty ruled roughly from _____ BCE to _____ BCE.
4. Shang priests used “oracle bones” for what purpose? _____
5. Oracle bone writing is the ancestor of modern _____ characters.
6. Name one Shang achievement in metalworking: _____
Part 3: The Zhou Dynasty
7. The Zhou Dynasty introduced an important political idea called the “Mandate of Heaven.” What does this concept mean?
8. How did the Mandate of Heaven justify the overthrow of a ruler? _____
9. The Zhou period (1046–256 BCE) was when key Chinese philosophical schools developed. Name two: _____ and _____.
Part 4: Connections
10. What does the Mandate of Heaven have in common with the divine kingship of Egypt? What is different? Answer in 2–3 sentences.
	Comparison Chart — The Four River Civilizations
Standard: 6.2
Recommended time: 45 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________
Fill in the chart with at least one specific detail in each cell. Use your worksheets and notes from the curriculum readings.
	Feature
	Mesopotamia
	Egypt
	Indus Valley
	Early China

	Major river(s)
	
	
	
	

	Modern country
	
	
	
	

	Government type
	
	
	
	

	Major city
	
	
	
	

	Writing system
	
	
	
	

	Religion
	
	
	
	

	Major achievement
	
	
	
	

	How it ended/changed
	
	
	
	


	Primary Source — The Code of Hammurabi
Standard: 6.2
Recommended time: 45 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________
Read this adapted excerpt from the Code of Hammurabi, then answer the comprehension questions.
	From the Prologue and Selected Laws of Hammurabi (Babylon, c. 1750 BCE; adapted)
When Anu the supreme god and Bel the lord of heaven and earth called Hammurabi, a prince who feared god, to bring justice to the land, to destroy the wicked, to make the strong not oppress the weak, and to enlighten the land — they called me, Hammurabi, the obedient, god-fearing prince, to establish justice.
If a man bring an accusation against another man, charging him with a serious offense, but cannot prove it, the accuser shall be put to death.
If a builder build a house for a man, and his construction be not firm, and the house collapse, causing the death of the owner, then that builder shall be put to death.
If a man strike a free-born woman so that she lose her unborn child, he shall pay ten shekels for the loss.
If a man take a wife and she give him a son, the wife shall not be cast out for failing to be his only wife; but he may take a second.
If a son strike his father, the son’s hand shall be cut off.
These laws are set on stone for all to see, that the great might not oppress the small, and that the orphan and widow might know their rights.



Comprehension questions
1. Who was Hammurabi, and where and when did he rule? (Use the introduction; cite specific details.)
2. Hammurabi describes himself as called by the gods to do certain things. List two of those purposes.
3. The laws use a principle sometimes called “retaliation” or lex talionis — “an eye for an eye.” Find one law that shows this principle and quote it.
4. What does the builder law tell you about Mesopotamian ideas of personal responsibility?
5. Compare Hammurabi’s punishments by modern standards. Do they seem fair? Severe? Why might Hammurabi have chosen such punishments?
6. The closing line says the laws were carved in stone “that the great might not oppress the small.” What does this tell us about Hammurabi’s view of his own role as king?
	Quiz 1.1 — Geography of the Eastern Hemisphere
Standard: 6.1, 6.2
Recommended time: 20 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________  Score: _____ / 10
1. Name the four continents primarily in the Eastern Hemisphere: _____, _____, _____, _____.
2. Name the two major rivers of Mesopotamia: _____ and _____.
3. Which river runs through Egypt? _____
4. Which river system supported the Indus Valley civilization? _____
5. Which two rivers supported early Chinese civilization? _____ and _____.
6. Which is the world’s largest desert in Africa? _____
7. The Mediterranean Sea connects which three continents? _____, _____, _____.
8. What is the equator? _____
9. Why is fertile soil found along rivers? _____
10. Name one mountain range that has shaped Asian history: _____
	Quiz 1.2 — River Civilizations
Standard: 6.2
Recommended time: 25 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________  Score: _____ / 10
1. What was the world’s first written code of laws called? _____
2. Cuneiform was the writing system of: (A) Egypt (B) Mesopotamia (C) Indus Valley (D) China. _____
3. Egyptian sacred writing was called: _____
4. Name two ways the Nile shaped Egyptian civilization.
5. What is special about Indus Valley city planning? _____
6. Why does Indus Valley writing remain a mystery?
7. What does the “Mandate of Heaven” mean in Chinese history?
8. Name one major achievement of each civilization: Mesopotamia _____; Egypt _____; Indus _____; China _____.
9. What did the Shang Dynasty use oracle bones for? _____
10. Why do historians often say these four civilizations are the “cradles” of later civilizations?
	Q1 Unit Assessment — River Civilizations
Standard: All Q1 Standards
Recommended time: 50 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________  Score: _____ / 20
Part 1: Multiple choice (5 points)
1. Which civilization developed the world’s first writing system? (A) Egypt (B) Mesopotamia (C) Indus Valley (D) China. _____
2. The Great Pyramid was built primarily as: (A) A palace (B) A tomb (C) A temple (D) A fortress. _____
3. Indus Valley cities were known for: (A) Vast armies (B) Grid-pattern streets and sanitation (C) Hieroglyphs (D) Oracle bones. _____
4. The Mandate of Heaven was used in: (A) Egypt (B) Mesopotamia (C) Indus Valley (D) China. _____
5. Which religion did all four river civilizations practice? (A) Monotheism (B) Polytheism (C) Atheism (D) Mixed. _____
Part 2: Short answer (8 points)
6. Explain how rivers shaped early civilizations. Use at least one specific civilization in your answer.
7. What was the Code of Hammurabi, and why is it historically important?
8. Compare Egyptian writing (hieroglyphs) with Mesopotamian writing (cuneiform). Name one difference.
9. Why did Indus Valley civilization decline?
Part 3: Map skills (3 points)
10. On a sketch map of the Eastern Hemisphere, label the Tigris, the Euphrates, the Nile, the Indus, and the Yellow River. (3 points: 1 for completeness, 1 for accuracy, 1 for proper map elements: title, compass.)
Part 4: Short essay (4 points)
11. In a paragraph of 5–7 sentences, answer: “Which of the four river civilizations made the most lasting contribution to the modern world, and why?” Cite at least two specific facts. Score with the 4-point rubric.


	QUARTER 2 — CLASSICAL GREECE, PERSIA, AND EARLY ROME



	Worksheet 2A — Geography of the Mediterranean and Near East
Standard: 6.1, 6.4
Recommended time: 40 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________
Part 1: Map work
Using an outline map of the Mediterranean and Near East, complete the following.
1. Label the Mediterranean Sea, the Aegean Sea, the Black Sea, the Red Sea, the Caspian Sea, and the Persian Gulf.
1. Label Greece (modern), Italy (modern), Turkey (modern), Iran (modern Persia), Egypt, and the Arabian Peninsula.
1. Mark these ancient cities: Athens, Sparta, Rome, Persepolis, Alexandria, Constantinople (modern Istanbul).
1. Label these landforms: the Italian peninsula, the Greek peninsula and islands, the Anatolian peninsula, and the Zagros Mountains.
Part 2: Greek geography
1. Why did Greek civilization develop into many separate city-states rather than a unified empire? (Hint: think about mountains and islands.) _____
2. How did the sea shape Greek life? Name two ways. _____
3. Which Greek civilization was based on the island of Crete? _____
Part 3: Italian geography
4. On which peninsula was Rome located? _____
5. Name the mountain range running down the spine of Italy: _____
6. Why did Rome’s location on the Tiber River help it grow?
	Worksheet 2B — Ancient Greece: City-States and Athens
Standard: 6.4
Recommended time: 45 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________
Part 1: Greek city-states (polis)
1. A Greek city-state was called a _____.
2. Name three important Greek city-states: _____, _____, and _____.
3. What kinds of government did Greek city-states have? Name two. _____ and _____.
Part 2: Athens and democracy
4. In what year did Athens establish democracy? _____ BCE.
5. What does the word “democracy” mean? _____
6. Who could vote in Athenian democracy? (Be specific.) _____
7. Who could NOT vote? List three groups. _____, _____, _____.
8. How did Athenians vote in the Assembly? _____
Part 3: Greek culture and achievement
9. Name one Greek philosopher: _____. What did they study? _____
10. Name one Greek scientist or mathematician: _____. What did they discover or develop? _____
11. What were the Olympic Games, and where were they held? _____
12. Name a Greek architectural achievement: _____
Part 4: Sparta vs Athens
13. In Sparta, education focused mainly on _____. In Athens, education focused mainly on _____.
14. Sparta was famous for its _____. Athens was famous for its _____.
15. In one sentence, summarize a key difference between Athens and Sparta.
	Worksheet 2C — The Persian Empire
Standard: 6.4
Recommended time: 35 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________
Part 1: Geography and rise
1. The Persian Empire was based in what modern country? _____
2. Who founded the Persian Empire around 550 BCE? _____
3. What was the Persian capital city? _____
Part 2: Government and administration
4. How did Persian kings divide their empire for administration? _____
5. What was the “Royal Road”? _____
6. Why was Persian rule unusually tolerant of conquered peoples? _____
Part 3: Conflicts with Greece
7. In what year did the Persians invade Greece for the first major war? _____ BCE.
8. Name one famous battle of the Greco-Persian Wars: _____
9. Why did the Greeks ultimately defeat the Persians?
Part 4: Persian legacy
10. Name one cultural contribution of the Persian Empire.
11. Persian religion included a belief in one supreme god, Ahura Mazda. What religion did Persians follow? _____
	Worksheet 2D — The Roman Republic
Standard: 6.4
Recommended time: 45 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________
Part 1: Origins
1. Rome was founded by tradition in _____ BCE.
2. Rome was first ruled by kings, then established what form of government in 509 BCE? _____
3. The word “republic” comes from the Latin res publica, meaning _____.
Part 2: Government structure
4. Roman citizens were divided into two main classes. Name them. _____ and _____.
5. The Roman Senate was made up of about _____ wealthy older men.
6. Each year, Romans elected two top officials called _____. They served one-year terms.
7. Why did Romans require two consuls each year? (What was the purpose?) _____
8. In emergencies, Romans appointed a _____ for up to six months with absolute power.
Part 3: The Twelve Tables
9. The Twelve Tables were Rome’s first _____. They were created in _____ BCE.
10. Why was writing down the laws important for Roman society?
Part 4: Expansion and decline of the Republic
11. Rome fought a long series of wars against Carthage, called the _____ Wars.
12. Name one famous Roman general or politician of the late Republic: _____
13. When did the Roman Republic transition to an empire? In what year did Augustus become the first emperor? _____ BCE.
	Comparison Chart — Athens, Sparta, Rome (Roman Republic)
Standard: 6.4
Recommended time: 40 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________
Fill in the chart with at least one specific detail per cell.
	Feature
	Athens
	Sparta
	Rome (Republic)

	Type of government
	
	
	

	Who could vote
	
	
	

	Key institution(s)
	
	
	

	Major value
	
	
	

	Education emphasis
	
	
	

	Famous leader(s)
	
	
	

	Economy/military
	
	
	

	Lasting legacy
	
	
	


	Primary Source — Pericles’ Funeral Oration (adapted)
Standard: 6.4
Recommended time: 45 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________
In 431 BCE, the Athenian leader Pericles spoke at a public funeral for Athenian soldiers killed in the Peloponnesian War. The Athenian historian Thucydides recorded the speech. Read this adapted excerpt and answer the questions.
	From Pericles’ Funeral Oration, recorded by Thucydides (adapted for Grade 6)
Our constitution does not copy the laws of neighboring states. We are rather a pattern to others than imitators ourselves. Our government is called a democracy because it favors the many instead of the few. The law gives equal justice to all; advancement in public life depends on what a man can do, not what family he comes from.
We are open to the world. We welcome visitors from every land. We do not keep secrets from one another or from strangers. We trust to our own courage and to the courage of our friends, not to walls and harbors closed to others.
We love beauty without extravagance, and we love wisdom without weakness. Wealth, with us, is not an excuse to boast but a chance to do good. Poverty is not shameful; the shame would be in not doing something to escape it.
Our citizens take an interest in both private and public affairs. A man who has no interest in politics, we do not call him “private”; we call him useless. We decide questions in the open, after debate, not in secret. We are the school of Greece — and the example by which other cities should be measured.
If you would honor these men who have died, you must imitate them. Cherish freedom, and be willing to give your lives for it as they did.



Comprehension questions
1. Who was Pericles, and when did he give this speech? (Use the introduction.)
2. Pericles claims Athenian democracy is open to all citizens. Quote one specific sentence that supports this claim.
3. Pericles says Athens trusts “our own courage” rather than “walls and harbors closed to others.” What does this tell you about how Pericles wanted Athenians to see themselves?
4. What does Pericles say about wealth and poverty? Quote one sentence.
5. Pericles calls a man with no interest in politics “useless.” What does this tell you about Athenian ideas of citizenship?
6. Athenian democracy did not actually include women, slaves, or foreigners. How does this reality compare with Pericles’ claims? Write 2–3 sentences.
7. What is Pericles’ main purpose in this speech?
	Civics Drill — Comparing Ancient Governments
Standard: 6.4
Recommended time: 30 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________
Part 1: Match the term to its meaning
1. Monarchy: _____
2. Oligarchy: _____
3. Democracy: _____
4. Republic: _____
5. Theocracy: _____
6. Tyranny: _____
Part 2: Classify each example
7. Ancient Egypt — pharaoh holds all power. Type: _____
8. Ancient Sparta — small council of elders dominates. Type: _____
9. Ancient Athens — adult male citizens vote in Assembly. Type: _____
10. Ancient Rome — citizens elect representatives (consuls, senators). Type: _____
11. Persian Empire — Cyrus the Great as supreme ruler, called “King of Kings.” Type: _____
Part 3: Open response
12. Which form of government — Athenian democracy, the Roman Republic, or Persian monarchy — would you prefer to live under as an ordinary person? Defend your choice with at least two reasons. (3 sentences minimum.)
	Quiz 2.1 — Greece and Persia
Standard: 6.4
Recommended time: 25 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________  Score: _____ / 10
1. The Greek word for city-state is: _____
2. What year did Athenian democracy begin? _____
3. Name two famous Greek philosophers: _____ and _____.
4. Where were the Olympic Games held? _____
5. What was the capital of the Persian Empire? _____
6. Name one major battle of the Greco-Persian Wars: _____
7. What was the Persian Royal Road? _____
8. Name one way Athens and Sparta were different.
9. What religion did Persians follow? _____
10. Why did Greek civilization remain divided into many city-states?
	Quiz 2.2 — The Roman Republic
Standard: 6.4
Recommended time: 25 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________  Score: _____ / 10
1. In what year was the Roman Republic founded? _____
2. Name the two social classes of Roman citizens: _____ and _____.
3. How many consuls did Rome elect each year? _____
4. What is the Senate? _____
5. What were the Twelve Tables? _____
6. Rome fought what wars against Carthage? _____
7. Who became Rome’s first emperor in 27 BCE? _____
8. Why did the Romans require two consuls?
9. Name two principles of Roman law still used today.
10. Why is the Roman Republic important to modern democracies?
	Q2 Unit Assessment — Classical Greece, Persia, and Early Rome
Standard: All Q2 Standards
Recommended time: 50 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________  Score: _____ / 20
Part 1: Multiple choice (5 points)
1. Athens established democracy in: (A) 508 BCE (B) 480 BCE (C) 27 BCE (D) 753 BCE. _____
2. Sparta was famous for: (A) Democracy (B) Philosophy (C) Military training (D) Trade. _____
3. The Persian Empire was founded by: (A) Cyrus the Great (B) Darius (C) Xerxes (D) Alexander. _____
4. The Roman Republic was founded in: (A) 753 BCE (B) 509 BCE (C) 44 BCE (D) 27 BCE. _____
5. Each year Rome elected: (A) One king (B) Two consuls (C) Three senators (D) Twelve magistrates. _____
Part 2: Short answer (7 points)
6. Compare Athens and Sparta in one sentence.
7. What was unusual about Persian rule of conquered peoples?
8. Why did Rome require two consuls each year?
9. What did the Twelve Tables accomplish for Roman society?
10. Why is Pericles’ Funeral Oration considered a great defense of democracy?
Part 3: Civics analysis (4 points)
11. Of the governments we have studied — Athenian democracy, Spartan oligarchy, Persian monarchy, Roman Republic — which is most like modern U.S. democracy? Defend your answer with at least two specific points.
Part 4: Short essay (4 points)
12. In a 5–7 sentence paragraph: “How did classical Greece and Rome shape modern Western government?” Cite at least two specific facts. Score with the 4-point rubric.


	MID-YEAR FINAL ASSESSMENT



	Mid-Year Social Studies Final Assessment
Standard: Cumulative — All Q1 and Q2 Standards
Recommended time: 75 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________  Score: _____ / 30
Part 1: Multiple choice (10 points)
1. Which is NOT a river civilization? (A) Mesopotamia (B) Egypt (C) Greece (D) Indus. _____
2. Cuneiform writing was developed in: (A) Egypt (B) Mesopotamia (C) Indus (D) China. _____
3. Hieroglyphs were the writing of: (A) Egypt (B) Mesopotamia (C) Indus (D) China. _____
4. Indus Valley cities were notable for: (A) Vast armies (B) Grid streets and sanitation (C) Pyramids (D) Oracle bones. _____
5. The Mandate of Heaven was a Chinese idea about: (A) Trade (B) Why rulers had the right to rule (C) Agriculture (D) Writing. _____
6. The Greek word polis means: (A) Country (B) Empire (C) City-state (D) Council. _____
7. Athens established democracy around: (A) 1000 BCE (B) 508 BCE (C) 100 CE (D) 480 BCE. _____
8. The Persian Empire was tolerant of conquered peoples’: (A) Religions and customs (B) Military service (C) Tax avoidance (D) Slave trade. _____
9. The Roman Republic was founded in: (A) 753 BCE (B) 509 BCE (C) 44 BCE (D) 27 BCE. _____
10. Each year, the Roman Republic elected: (A) One king (B) Two consuls (C) Three tribunes (D) Twelve senators. _____
Part 2: Short answer (10 points)
11. Explain how rivers shaped early civilizations. Cite one specific civilization.
12. What is the Code of Hammurabi, and why is it important?
13. How did the Nile help Egyptian civilization?
14. Compare Athens and Sparta in one sentence.
15. What was unusual about how the Persian Empire treated conquered peoples?
16. What was the Roman Senate?
17. Name one principle of Roman law still used today.
Part 3: Primary source analysis (4 points)
Read this excerpt and answer the questions.
	From the Code of Hammurabi (adapted)
If a man bring an accusation against another man, charging him with a serious offense, but cannot prove it, the accuser shall be put to death.
If a builder build a house for a man, and his construction be not firm, and the house collapse, causing the death of the owner, then that builder shall be put to death.
If a son strike his father, the son’s hand shall be cut off.


18. What principle of justice do these laws share? Quote a phrase that shows it.
19. What do these laws tell us about Babylonian society’s ideas of responsibility and punishment?
Part 4: Map skills (3 points)
20. On a sketch map of the Eastern Hemisphere, label: Tigris-Euphrates, Nile, Indus, Yellow River, Mediterranean Sea, and Persian Gulf. Include a title and a compass rose. (3 points: 1 for completeness, 1 for accuracy, 1 for map elements.)
Part 5: Short essay (3 points)
21. In a 5–7 sentence paragraph: “The most important contribution of the ancient world to modern civilization.” Defend your choice with at least two specific facts. Score with the 4-point rubric.


	QUARTER 3 — THE ROMAN AND HAN EMPIRES, TRADE ROUTES, AND WORLD RELIGIONS



	Worksheet 3A — The Roman Empire
Standard: 6.4
Recommended time: 45 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________
Part 1: Rise of the empire
1. Who became Rome’s first emperor in 27 BCE? _____
2. What name did the Senate give him to mark his special status? _____
3. Rome reached its greatest territorial extent around 117 CE under Emperor _____.
4. The period of relative peace and prosperity from 27 BCE to 180 CE is called the _____ (about 200 years).
Part 2: Roman government and society
5. Roman emperors had almost unlimited power, but the _____ continued to advise (in name).
6. Roman citizens enjoyed rights including: _____
7. Non-citizens in Rome were called _____. They had fewer rights.
8. Slavery was central to Roman society. List two roles slaves played.
Part 3: Roman achievements
9. Name two famous Roman engineering achievements: _____ and _____.
10. Roman law is the foundation of many modern legal systems. Name one principle: _____
11. What was the famous Roman written compilation of laws, completed under Emperor Justinian (533 CE)? _____
12. Latin, the Roman language, evolved into modern: _____, _____, _____ (name three Romance languages).
Part 4: Decline and fall
13. In what year did the Western Roman Empire fall? _____
14. Name two causes that historians give for Rome’s decline: _____ and _____.
15. The eastern half of the empire continued for another thousand years. What was it called? _____
	Worksheet 3B — Han China
Standard: 6.4, 6.5
Recommended time: 40 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________
Part 1: Origins
1. The Han Dynasty ruled China from _____ BCE to _____ CE.
2. Who founded the Han Dynasty? _____
3. Han China and the Roman Empire flourished at roughly the same time. True or False? _____
Part 2: Government
4. The Han emperor was considered the “_____”, the link between Heaven and Earth.
5. Han China developed a system of selecting government officials based on _____ rather than birth.
6. What philosophy guided Han government and education? _____
7. Confucianism emphasized which key values? Name two. _____ and _____.
Part 3: Achievements
8. The Han invented _____, which made writing easier and cheaper than bamboo or silk.
9. Han astronomer Zhang Heng (78–139 CE) invented the world’s first _____.
10. Han iron and salt were controlled by the state as _____.
11. Name one Han contribution to medicine or science: _____
Part 4: Trade
12. Han Emperor Wu sent the explorer Zhang Qian westward, opening contact with which region? _____
13. This contact led to what famous trade route? _____
14. What did Han China trade westward? Name one major item: _____
	Worksheet 3C — The Silk Road and Indian Ocean Trade
Standard: 6.5
Recommended time: 40 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________
Part 1: The Silk Road
1. The Silk Road was a network of trade routes connecting _____ and _____.
2. Why is it called the Silk Road? _____
3. Name three goods that traveled westward from China: _____, _____, _____.
4. Name three goods that traveled eastward from the Mediterranean: _____, _____, _____.
5. Caravans crossed harsh terrain. Name two challenges: _____ and _____.
6. What animals were essential for Silk Road caravans? _____
Part 2: Oasis cities
7. Caravans rested in oases along the route. Name two famous oasis cities: _____ and _____.
8. Why did some oasis cities become very wealthy?
Part 3: Indian Ocean trade
9. Indian Ocean shipping depended on a predictable wind cycle called the _____.
10. Why did the monsoon shape the timing of trade voyages?
11. Name three regions connected by Indian Ocean trade: _____, _____, _____.
Part 4: What else traveled the routes?
12. Trade routes carried more than goods. Name two ideas that spread along trade routes: _____ and _____.
13. Trade routes also carried _____. The Black Death (14th century) and earlier plagues spread this way.
14. Why is the Silk Road sometimes called “the first internet”? Answer in 2–3 sentences.
	Worksheet 3D — World Religions: Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Confucianism
Standard: 6.3
Recommended time: 50 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________
Part 1: Hinduism
1. Hinduism is the oldest major world religion still practiced. Where did it develop? _____
2. Hindus believe in _____ (many gods / one god / no gods) — but also in one universal spirit called Brahman.
3. What is the concept of karma in Hinduism? _____
4. What is the goal of life according to Hinduism? _____
Part 2: Buddhism
5. Buddhism was founded by _____ (also called the Buddha).
6. About when did Buddhism originate? _____ century BCE.
7. What are the “Four Noble Truths”?
8. Buddhism spread from India to which other regions? Name two. _____ and _____.
Part 3: Christianity
9. Christianity is based on the teachings of _____, who lived in Roman Palestine.
10. What text is central to Christianity? _____
11. In what year did Emperor Constantine make Christianity legal in the Roman Empire? _____ CE.
12. Christianity was made the official religion of the Roman Empire under Emperor _____ in 380 CE.
Part 4: Confucianism
13. Confucius (551–479 BCE) was a Chinese philosopher. His main concerns were _____ and _____.
14. Confucianism is sometimes called a “philosophy” rather than a religion. Why?
15. Compare Confucianism and one other religion (Hinduism, Buddhism, or Christianity). Name one similarity and one difference.
	Comparison Chart — Rome and Han China
Standard: 6.4, 6.5
Recommended time: 40 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________
Two great empires flourished at the same time (roughly 200 BCE – 200 CE) on opposite sides of Eurasia. Fill in the chart with at least one specific detail per cell.
	Feature
	Roman Empire
	Han China

	Capital
	
	

	Government
	
	

	Official selection
	
	

	Main philosophy/religion
	
	

	Major engineering feat
	
	

	Main trade good
	
	

	Major writing system
	
	

	End of the empire
	
	


	Primary Source — The Edicts of Ashoka (adapted)
Standard: 6.3
Recommended time: 45 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________
Emperor Ashoka of the Mauryan Empire (ruled c. 268–232 BCE) was one of the great rulers of ancient India. After a violent war, he converted to Buddhism and had his ideas carved on stone pillars and rocks across his empire. Read the adapted excerpts and answer the questions.
	From the Rock and Pillar Edicts of Ashoka (adapted)
Eight years after my coronation, I conquered the country of Kalinga. One hundred fifty thousand people were carried away captive; one hundred thousand were killed; many times that number died of other causes. After conquest, the practice of dharma — moral law and righteousness — became dear to me.
Today, the king Ashoka regrets that conquest. The slaughter and suffering of those people weigh on his mind. The king now believes that the only true conquest is the conquest by dharma.
It is good to be moderate in spending and moderate in saving. Wherever medicinal herbs are not found, I have ordered they be brought and planted. I have ordered wells to be dug and trees to be planted by the road, that men and animals may benefit from them.
All religions should be respected. Acting otherwise harms one’s own religion and the religion of others. Whoever honors his own religion and condemns another’s, in doing so harms his own religion. There is good in all religions, and meeting one another is the best.
I have done these things so that men may receive what they need. The Beloved-of-the-Gods does not consider glory or fame to be of much value unless used to lead people to dharma. Whatever effort the Beloved-of-the-Gods makes, it is so that men may rise above and reach a peaceful life.



Comprehension questions
1. Who was Ashoka, and when did he rule? (Use the introduction.)
2. What event changed Ashoka’s outlook? Quote a passage that shows his reaction.
3. What does the word “dharma” mean in these edicts? _____
4. Name two concrete things Ashoka says he did to help people. _____ and _____.
5. What does Ashoka say about different religions? Quote a sentence.
6. Why is Ashoka unusual among ancient kings? What does he value over military glory? Cite specific evidence.
7. How does Ashoka’s view of religious tolerance compare with what you know about other ancient empires (e.g., Persia)?
	Quiz 3.1 — Rome and Han
Standard: 6.4, 6.5
Recommended time: 25 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________  Score: _____ / 10
1. Who became Rome’s first emperor? _____
2. What name did the Senate give him? _____
3. The Pax Romana was: _____
4. Who founded the Han Dynasty? _____
5. What philosophy guided Han government? _____
6. What did the Han invent that made writing cheaper? _____
7. Name one Han scientific achievement: _____
8. Han China and Rome flourished: (A) Not at the same time (B) At roughly the same time (C) Han came much later. _____
9. In what year did the Western Roman Empire fall? _____
10. Name one major similarity between Rome and Han China.
	Quiz 3.2 — Trade and World Religions
Standard: 6.3, 6.5
Recommended time: 25 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________  Score: _____ / 10
1. Who founded Buddhism? _____
2. Christianity is based on the teachings of _____.
3. Hinduism is most closely associated with which country? _____
4. Confucianism is most closely associated with which country? _____
5. Name two goods that traveled the Silk Road: _____ and _____.
6. What animals carried Silk Road caravans across deserts? _____
7. What is a monsoon, and how did it shape Indian Ocean trade?
8. What did Constantine do for Christianity in 313 CE? _____
9. Name one important Buddhist concept: _____
10. Name two things, besides goods, that traveled the Silk Road.
	Q3 Unit Assessment — Empires, Trade, and Religion
Standard: All Q3 Standards
Recommended time: 55 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________  Score: _____ / 20
Part 1: Multiple choice (5 points)
1. The Pax Romana lasted approximately: (A) 50 years (B) 100 years (C) 200 years (D) 500 years. _____
2. Han China selected officials based on: (A) Birth only (B) Merit and examinations (C) Wealth (D) Religion. _____
3. Confucianism emphasizes: (A) Worship of many gods (B) Harmony, hierarchy, and ethical behavior (C) Personal salvation (D) Holy war. _____
4. The Silk Road connected: (A) Rome and Han China (B) Greece and Egypt (C) Indus and Mesopotamia (D) Africa and Australia. _____
5. Constantine’s most important religious decision was to: (A) Outlaw Christianity (B) Legalize Christianity (C) Found Buddhism (D) Found Hinduism. _____
Part 2: Short answer (7 points)
6. Name two similarities between Han China and the Roman Empire.
7. Name one major difference between Han China and the Roman Empire.
8. Why is the Silk Road sometimes called “the first internet”?
9. What did Emperor Ashoka of India regret, and how did he change his policies?
10. Why did Christianity spread so widely through the Roman Empire?
Part 3: Comparison (4 points)
11. Compare Buddhism and Christianity. Name one major similarity and one major difference. (3–4 sentences.)
Part 4: Short essay (4 points)
12. In a 5–7 sentence paragraph: “Trade routes shape civilizations.” Use specific examples from this quarter. Score with the 4-point rubric.


	QUARTER 4 — THE MEDIEVAL WORLD: BYZANTIUM, ISLAM, EUROPE, ASIA, AFRICA



	Worksheet 4A — The Byzantine Empire
Standard: 6.6
Recommended time: 40 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________
Part 1: Origins and capital
1. After Rome fell in 476 CE, the eastern half of the empire continued. It is called the _____ Empire.
2. What was the capital of the Byzantine Empire? _____ (modern Istanbul).
3. Emperor _____ moved his capital here in 330 CE and gave it his name.
4. What language was spoken in the Byzantine Empire — Latin or Greek? _____
Part 2: Justinian and the law
5. The greatest Byzantine emperor, _____, ruled from 527 to 565 CE.
6. Justinian ordered the compilation of Roman laws into a single code called the _____.
7. Why is the Code of Justinian so important to legal history?
8. Justinian also built the _____, one of the great churches of the medieval world.
Part 3: Religion and the Great Schism
9. The Byzantine form of Christianity is called _____ Christianity.
10. In 1054 CE, the Christian Church divided into Eastern Orthodox and _____.
11. Name one cause of the Great Schism: _____
Part 4: Decline and legacy
12. In what year did Constantinople finally fall? _____ CE.
13. Who conquered Constantinople in that year? _____
14. Name one major legacy of the Byzantine Empire to modern civilization.
	Worksheet 4B — The Rise and Spread of Islam
Standard: 6.3, 6.6
Recommended time: 45 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________
Part 1: Origins
1. Islam was founded in the 7th century CE on the _____ Peninsula.
2. The founder of Islam was _____ (570–632 CE), believed by Muslims to be the final prophet.
3. Islam’s holy book is the _____.
4. The two holiest cities of Islam are _____ and _____.
Part 2: Beliefs
5. Islam is monotheistic / polytheistic (circle one). The Muslim word for God is _____.
6. The Five Pillars of Islam are essential practices. Name three: _____, _____, _____.
7. Muslims are required to pray _____ times per day, facing the city of _____.
8. The month of fasting in Islam is called _____.
Part 3: Spread of Islam
9. After Muhammad’s death, Islam spread rapidly. Within _____ years, it reached from Spain to India.
10. After Muhammad, leadership passed to leaders called _____.
11. Islam split into two main branches in the 7th century: _____ and _____.
12. Name one reason Islam spread so quickly. _____
Part 4: Islamic Golden Age
13. The peak of Islamic civilization, roughly 750–1258 CE, is called the _____.
14. What major intellectual center was established in Baghdad in the 9th century? _____
15. Name two Islamic Golden Age contributions to science: _____ and _____.
16. Name three English words of Arabic origin: _____, _____, _____.
	Worksheet 4C — Medieval Europe (Charlemagne to the High Middle Ages)
Standard: 6.7
Recommended time: 45 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________
Part 1: After the fall of Rome
1. After Rome’s fall, Western Europe entered a period sometimes called the _____ Ages.
2. The Catholic Church became the most important institution. It preserved _____ and _____.
3. Who was Charlemagne, and when did he rule? _____
4. On Christmas Day 800 CE, the pope crowned Charlemagne as the _____.
Part 2: Feudalism
5. Feudalism was a system that exchanged _____ for _____.
6. At the top of the feudal pyramid was the _____. Below him were _____ and _____.
7. Most people were _____ — peasants who worked on a lord’s land.
8. What was a manor? _____
9. Why was feudalism a response to the lack of strong central government?
Part 3: The Church and the Crusades
10. Who led the Catholic Church? _____
11. Name two roles the Church played in medieval life: _____ and _____.
12. The Crusades (1095–1291) were a series of wars launched by Christian Europe to recapture _____.
13. Name one major effect of the Crusades: _____
Part 4: The High Middle Ages
14. In 1215 CE, English barons forced King John to sign the _____. Why is this document important?
15. Medieval European universities, established in the 12th century, taught what subjects? Name two.
16. Gothic cathedrals (12th–16th centuries) featured engineering innovations including pointed arches, ribbed vaults, and _____.
	Worksheet 4D — Tang and Song China; Medieval Japan
Standard: 6.8
Recommended time: 40 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________
Part 1: Tang China (618–907 CE)
1. The Tang Dynasty’s capital was _____, the world’s largest city in the 8th century.
2. Tang China developed an exam system for civil service. What did it test? _____
3. Name two Tang Chinese inventions: _____ and _____.
4. Tang poetry is considered a golden age of Chinese literature. Name one famous poet: _____
Part 2: Song China (960–1279 CE)
5. Under the Song, China invented _____, used for printing books.
6. What other Song innovation transformed warfare worldwide? _____
7. What is the magnetic _____? When did the Song first use it for navigation? _____
Part 3: Medieval Japan
8. Japan’s native religion is _____.
9. Japan borrowed many things from China, including _____ and _____.
10. Medieval Japan developed a feudal system. The military rulers were called _____.
11. Japanese knights were called _____. They followed a code called _____.
12. Compare Japanese feudalism with European feudalism. Name one similarity. _____
	Worksheet 4E — African Kingdoms: Ghana, Mali, Songhai
Standard: 6.9
Recommended time: 40 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________
Part 1: Geography of West Africa
1. The major African kingdoms of the medieval period were located in what region? _____ Africa.
2. What desert separated West Africa from North Africa? _____
3. What two natural resources of West Africa drove trade? _____ and _____.
4. Trans-Saharan trade was made possible by which animal? _____
Part 2: Ghana (c. 700–1200 CE)
5. Ghana grew wealthy by taxing the trade of _____ and _____.
6. Why did the rulers of Ghana keep the locations of gold mines secret?
7. When did Ghana decline, and why? _____
Part 3: Mali (c. 1230–1600 CE)
8. Mali’s most famous king was _____, who ruled in the 14th century.
9. He made a famous pilgrimage to _____ in 1324, displaying enormous wealth.
10. Mali’s greatest city of learning was _____, in modern Mali.
11. What religion spread through these West African kingdoms? _____
Part 4: Songhai and legacy
12. Songhai succeeded Mali in the 15th–16th centuries. Name its greatest ruler: _____
13. Why are the West African kingdoms important to world history?
	Worksheet 4F — The Mongol Empire and the Black Death
Standard: 6.9, 6.10
Recommended time: 45 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________
Part 1: The Mongol Empire
1. Who founded the Mongol Empire around 1206 CE? _____
2. By 1279 CE, the Mongol Empire was the largest connected land empire in history. Name two regions it controlled: _____ and _____.
3. Mongol military success came from skilled _____ (mounted warriors).
4. Mongols were tolerant of which two things? _____ and _____.
Part 2: The Pax Mongolica
5. Under Mongol rule, trade along the Silk Road became safer. This period is called the _____.
6. Name one famous European who traveled the Silk Road under the Mongol Empire: _____
7. Why was the Mongol Empire important for cultural exchange?
Part 3: The Black Death
8. The Black Death (bubonic plague) struck Europe in _____ –1351 CE.
9. The plague spread along which trade routes? _____
10. What percentage of Europe’s population died from the Black Death? Roughly _____ to _____ percent.
11. Name two long-term effects of the Black Death on European society.
Part 4: End of the medieval world
12. Name three changes that ended the medieval era in Europe: _____, _____, _____.
	Comparison Chart — Byzantium, the Islamic Caliphate, and Medieval Europe
Standard: 6.6, 6.7
Recommended time: 45 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________
Three civilizations grew out of the Mediterranean world after Rome’s fall. Compare them.
	Feature
	Byzantium
	Islamic Caliphate
	Medieval Europe

	Capital(s)
	
	
	

	Dominant religion
	
	
	

	Language(s)
	
	
	

	Government type
	
	
	

	Major achievement
	
	
	

	Approach to ancient learning
	
	
	

	Approach to non-believers
	
	
	

	How it ended/changed
	
	
	


	Primary Source — Ibn Battuta’s Travels (adapted)
Standard: 6.6, 6.9
Recommended time: 45 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________
Ibn Battuta (1304–1369) was a Moroccan Muslim scholar who traveled more than 75,000 miles across the medieval Islamic world and beyond — to West Africa, East Africa, Central Asia, India, Southeast Asia, and China. He dictated his travels late in life. Read these adapted excerpts.
	From the Rihla (Travels) of Ibn Battuta (adapted)
I left my native city of Tangier, my birthplace, in the year 1325, when I was twenty-two years old, intending to make the pilgrimage to Mecca and to visit the tomb of the Prophet. I set out alone, having no companion to cheer me on the way, and no caravan to join. I was driven by a longing to see those famous sanctuaries and a yearning to visit the lands of which I had so often heard.
On reaching the city of Cairo, I was struck by its splendor. Cairo is mistress of broad regions and fruitful lands, boundless in multitude of buildings, peerless in beauty and splendor. She is the meeting place of comer and goer, the halting-place of feeble and strong. There you find the learned and the ignorant, the serious and the playful, the merciful and the cruel, the noble and the base.
On the West African journey, I came to the kingdom of Mali. The king, Mansa Sulayman, sat on a great throne under a silken canopy. He was just in his dealings. The people of this country are scrupulous about prayer; their men learn the Quran by heart; they punish anyone who is slack in attending the mosque. Among the bad qualities I observed were the slave-girls and serving-women who appeared before the king naked, which seemed to me strange.
From China I write of paper money, which they use in place of dirhams and dinars. They have great cities, well-ordered, with wide streets and many fine shops. The Chinese people are the most skillful of all peoples in the arts and have a perfect mastery of them. The painter draws his picture and writes verse on it. Their merchants travel in vast organized companies; their roads are safer than any I have seen.
I have not omitted to mention any city or to describe the lands I have entered. To God belong the keys of the unseen, and His servants are many.



Comprehension questions
1. Who was Ibn Battuta, and what was his purpose in beginning his journey? Cite the text.
2. What does Ibn Battuta admire about Cairo? Quote a specific phrase.
3. What is one thing Ibn Battuta admires about Mali? Quote a specific phrase.
4. What is one thing Ibn Battuta criticizes about Mali? Quote a specific phrase.
5. What does Ibn Battuta tell us about Chinese commerce and roads?
6. What does the existence of Ibn Battuta’s travels tell us about the medieval Islamic world? (Think about geography, trade, and language.)
7. Compare Ibn Battuta’s journey with what you know about the Silk Road. What is similar; what is different?
	Quiz 4.1 — Byzantium and Islam
Standard: 6.3, 6.6
Recommended time: 25 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________  Score: _____ / 10
1. What was the capital of the Byzantine Empire? _____
2. Which emperor codified Roman law in the 6th century? _____
3. When did Constantinople fall, and to whom? _____ to _____.
4. Who founded Islam? _____
5. What is Islam’s holy book? _____
6. Name two of the Five Pillars of Islam: _____ and _____.
7. Where is the House of Wisdom? _____
8. Name two scientific contributions of the Islamic Golden Age.
9. Name two English words of Arabic origin: _____ and _____.
10. What was the Great Schism of 1054?
	Quiz 4.2 — Medieval Europe, Asia, and Africa
Standard: 6.7, 6.8, 6.9, 6.10
Recommended time: 25 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________  Score: _____ / 10
1. Who was Charlemagne? _____
2. What was feudalism? _____
3. What is the Magna Carta, and why is it important? _____
4. Name two inventions of Tang/Song China: _____ and _____.
5. What was the religion of medieval Japan’s native tradition? _____
6. Name one West African kingdom: _____
7. Who was Mansa Musa? _____
8. Who founded the Mongol Empire? _____
9. What was the Pax Mongolica? _____
10. What was the Black Death, and what was its impact?
	Q4 Unit Assessment — The Medieval World
Standard: All Q4 Standards
Recommended time: 55 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________  Score: _____ / 20
Part 1: Multiple choice (5 points)
1. Constantinople fell in: (A) 476 (B) 1054 (C) 1453 (D) 1500. _____
2. The Five Pillars of Islam include: (A) Prayer, fasting, pilgrimage, declaration of faith, charity (B) Prayer, war, marriage, wealth, learning (C) Worship of many gods (D) Trade and commerce. _____
3. Feudalism in Europe exchanged: (A) Money for goods (B) Land for service (C) Religion for power (D) Slaves for grain. _____
4. Mansa Musa ruled: (A) Egypt (B) Ghana (C) Mali (D) Songhai. _____
5. The Black Death was: (A) An invading army (B) A bubonic plague pandemic (C) A famine (D) A religious war. _____
Part 2: Short answer (7 points)
6. Why is the Code of Justinian important?
7. Name two contributions of the Islamic Golden Age.
8. Why is the Magna Carta important to modern democracy?
9. Why did the West African kingdoms become wealthy?
10. Why was the Mongol Empire important for trade and cultural exchange?
Part 3: Comparison (4 points)
11. Compare Byzantium and the Islamic Caliphate after the 7th century. Name two specific points (similarity or difference).
Part 4: Short essay (4 points)
12. In a 5–7 sentence paragraph: “The medieval world was not as dark as the term ‘Dark Ages’ suggests.” Defend this claim with at least two specific facts from this quarter. Score with the 4-point rubric.


	YEAR-END SOCIAL STUDIES FINAL ASSESSMENT



	Year-End Social Studies Final Assessment
Standard: Cumulative — All Grade 6 NYS Framework Standards
Recommended time: 90 minutes


Name: __________________  Date: __________________  Score: _____ / 35
Part 1: Multiple choice (12 points)
1. Cuneiform writing was developed in: (A) Egypt (B) Mesopotamia (C) Indus (D) China. _____
2. The Code of Hammurabi is from: (A) Egypt (B) Babylon (C) Indus (D) Greece. _____
3. Indus Valley cities were known for: (A) Hieroglyphs (B) Grid streets and sanitation (C) Pyramids (D) Oracle bones. _____
4. The Mandate of Heaven is a Chinese idea about: (A) Trade (B) The right to rule (C) Writing (D) Religion. _____
5. Athens established democracy in: (A) 753 BCE (B) 508 BCE (C) 480 BCE (D) 100 CE. _____
6. The Roman Republic was founded in: (A) 753 BCE (B) 509 BCE (C) 44 BCE (D) 27 BCE. _____
7. Han China and Rome flourished: (A) At very different times (B) At roughly the same time (C) Han came much later (D) Rome came much later. _____
8. The Silk Road connected: (A) Rome and Han China (B) Greece and Egypt (C) Indus and Egypt (D) Africa and India. _____
9. Buddhism was founded by: (A) Confucius (B) Muhammad (C) Siddhartha Gautama (D) Jesus. _____
10. Constantine’s most important religious decision was to: (A) Outlaw Christianity (B) Legalize Christianity (C) Found Islam (D) Persecute Jews. _____
11. The Five Pillars of Islam are: (A) Prayer, fasting, pilgrimage, declaration of faith, charity (B) War, wealth, marriage, study, prayer (C) Five gods worshipped equally (D) Five times to pray each day. _____
12. Feudalism in medieval Europe exchanged: (A) Money for goods (B) Land for military service (C) Slaves for grain (D) Religion for power. _____
Part 2: Short answer (10 points)
13. Name one major achievement of each ancient river civilization: Mesopotamia _____; Egypt _____; Indus _____; China _____.
14. Compare Athens and Sparta in one sentence.
15. What is the Roman Senate, and what role did it play?
16. Why is the Pax Romana historically important?
17. Name two goods that traveled the Silk Road.
18. Why did Islam spread so widely after Muhammad’s death?
19. Name two contributions of the Islamic Golden Age to science.
20. Why is the Magna Carta important to modern democracy?
21. Why did the West African kingdoms grow wealthy?
22. What was the long-term effect of the Black Death on Europe?
Part 3: Primary source analysis (6 points)
Read the following excerpt before answering.
	From Pericles’ Funeral Oration (adapted)
Our government is called a democracy because it favors the many instead of the few. The law gives equal justice to all; advancement in public life depends on what a man can do, not what family he comes from.
A man who has no interest in politics, we do not call him “private”; we call him useless. We decide questions in the open, after debate, not in secret. We are the school of Greece.


23. What does Pericles claim about Athenian democracy? Quote one sentence.
24. What does Pericles think of a citizen who takes no interest in politics?
25. Athenian democracy excluded most of the population. How does this reality compare with what Pericles claims? Write 2–3 sentences.
Part 4: Map skills (3 points)
26. On a sketch map of the Eastern Hemisphere, label: Rome, Constantinople (Istanbul), Baghdad, Beijing, Mecca, Athens, Timbuktu. Include a title and a compass rose. (3 points: 1 for completeness, 1 for accuracy, 1 for map elements.)
Part 5: Comparative essay (4 points)
27. In a 6–8 sentence paragraph: “Choose ONE major shift in world history we studied this year (e.g., the rise of writing, the founding of democracy, the spread of Christianity, the fall of Rome, the rise of Islam, the Mongol Empire, the Black Death). Explain why this shift mattered and how its effects are still felt today.” Cite at least two specific facts. Score with the 4-point rubric.


	COMPLETE ANSWER KEYS



Answer keys for all worksheets, comparison charts, primary-source readings, civics drills, quizzes, and assessments. Student wording will vary on short-answer items; look for accurate substance and clear use of evidence.
Q1 — River Civilizations
Answer Key — Worksheet 1A: Geography (Map Work)
Map answers: continents (Africa, Asia, Europe, Australia); oceans (Atlantic, Pacific, Indian, Mediterranean Sea); equator, Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn, Prime Meridian. Rivers: Tigris and Euphrates (Mesopotamia/Iraq); Nile (Egypt); Indus (Pakistan/India); Yellow and Yangtze (China). Landforms: Himalayas, Sahara, Arabian Peninsula, Persian Gulf, Mediterranean/Red/Black/Caspian Seas. Climate zones colored appropriately.
1. Sample: Rivers provide fresh water, fertile soil from annual flooding, and transportation routes. Also, civilizations could grow large populations because of reliable food supply.
2. Sample: Farming is easiest in temperate or tropical river-valley zones where there is reliable water and fertile soil; harder in desert and highland zones.
Answer Key — Worksheet 1B: Mesopotamia
1. Tigris and Euphrates.
2. Iraq.
3. Fertile Crescent: the arc of fertile land stretching from the Mediterranean coast through Mesopotamia.
4. Cuneiform.
5. Hammurabi.
6. Base 60 (sexagesimal).
7. Sample: the wheel, the plow, irrigation, sailing boats, the arch.
8. A ziggurat was a stepped temple-tower; its purpose was religious (a place where the gods could descend to earth).
9. Single king (early city-states had kings, sometimes priest-kings).
10. Sample: Uruk, Ur, Babylon, Nineveh, Lagash.
11. Polytheistic.
12. The Epic of Gilgamesh.
13. Sample: Mesopotamia invented writing, the first law codes, the first cities, and many technologies — innovations that shaped all later civilizations.
Answer Key — Worksheet 1C: Ancient Egypt
1. Nile River.
2. Inundation.
3. Because the Nile flows northward, the upstream (southern) part is at higher elevation — hence “Upper” Egypt.
4. Pharaoh.
5. Living god (or god-king).
6. Sample: The pharaoh was both political ruler and religious leader; Egyptians believed the gods spoke through him.
7. Hieroglyphs.
8. Sample: the Great Pyramid of Giza, the Sphinx, temples at Karnak and Luxor, obelisks.
9. As the tomb of Pharaoh Khufu.
10. Papyrus.
11. Polytheistic. Sample god: Ra (sun), Anubis (afterlife), Isis, Osiris, Horus.
12. Because they believed in an afterlife, and the body had to be preserved for the soul to return.
13. A collection of spells and prayers placed in tombs to help the dead navigate the afterlife.
14. Sample: Greek/Roman art borrowed Egyptian motifs; the calendar, geometry, and architectural innovations all carried forward.
Answer Key — Worksheet 1D: Indus Valley
1. Indus River.
2. Pakistan and India.
3. Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa.
4. Streets laid out in a regular rectangular pattern, like a checkerboard.
5. Sewage and drainage systems (covered drains; some houses had bathrooms).
6. Sample: Few weapons or military structures have been found, suggesting peace; standardized weights and measures suggest centralized organization.
7. Few examples of the script survive, and there is no known bilingual text (like the Rosetta Stone for Egyptian) to help decode it.
8. Sample: climate change, drying up of rivers, invasions, soil exhaustion.
9. Sample: Some scholars connect Indus culture to early Hindu traditions and to languages spoken in modern South Asia.
Answer Key — Worksheet 1E: Early China
1. Yellow River (Huang He) and Yangtze River (Chang Jiang).
2. The Yellow River supported farming with rich silt, but it flooded so violently and unpredictably that it earned the nickname “China’s Sorrow.”
3. Roughly 1600 BCE to 1046 BCE.
4. Divination — predicting the future by interpreting cracks in heated bones.
5. Chinese.
6. Sample: bronze casting (ritual vessels), war chariots.
7. The Mandate of Heaven was the belief that rulers were chosen by Heaven; if a ruler ruled unjustly, Heaven would withdraw its mandate.
8. It justified overthrow: a successful overthrow proved that Heaven had transferred the mandate.
9. Confucianism and Daoism (also Legalism).
10. Sample: Similar — both linked political authority to divine support. Different — Chinese rulers could lose their mandate; Egyptian pharaohs were considered gods themselves and rarely overthrown for moral reasons.
Answer Key — Comparison Chart: River Civilizations
Sample answers:
Mesopotamia: Tigris-Euphrates / Iraq / city-states with kings / Uruk-Babylon / cuneiform / polytheistic / writing & law / conquered by Persia and later empires.
Egypt: Nile / Egypt / theocratic monarchy under pharaoh / Memphis-Thebes / hieroglyphs / polytheistic / pyramids & papyrus / conquered by Persia (525 BCE), later Greece, then Rome.
Indus Valley: Indus / Pakistan-India / unknown central authority / Mohenjo-Daro & Harappa / undeciphered script / unknown religion / grid cities & sanitation / declined c. 1900 BCE, possibly climate change.
Early China: Yellow & Yangtze / China / Shang kings, then Zhou with Mandate of Heaven / various capitals / Chinese characters (oracle bone origin) / ancestor worship & later Confucianism/Daoism / bronze casting & writing / Zhou eventually fell into Warring States period.
Answer Key — Primary Source: Code of Hammurabi
1. Hammurabi was a Babylonian king who ruled around 1750 BCE. The introduction says he was called “by the gods…to bring justice to the land.”
2. Sample (any two): to destroy the wicked, to prevent the strong from oppressing the weak, to enlighten the land, to bring justice.
3. Sample: “If a builder build a house…and the house collapse, causing the death of the owner, then that builder shall be put to death.”
4. The builder is held personally responsible for his work, even unto death — a strong notion of professional accountability.
5. Sample: By modern standards, punishments are extremely severe. Hammurabi likely used severe punishments to deter wrongdoing and to project the king’s authority — making law visible and known across his realm.
6. Sample: Hammurabi saw himself as a protector of the weak and a giver of justice, not just a ruler exercising power. The laws were public — “set on stone for all to see” — which limited the arbitrary power of officials.
Answer Key — Quiz 1.1: Geography
1. Africa, Asia, Europe, Australia.
2. Tigris and Euphrates.
3. Nile.
4. Indus.
5. Yellow (Huang He) and Yangtze (Chang Jiang).
6. The Sahara.
7. Africa, Asia, Europe.
8. Line of latitude at 0° that runs around the middle of Earth.
9. Rivers deposit fertile silt from annual flooding.
10. Sample: Himalayas, Hindu Kush, Zagros, Alps, Apennines.
Answer Key — Quiz 1.2: River Civilizations
1. The Code of Hammurabi.
2. B
3. Hieroglyphs.
4. Sample: Annual flooding deposited fertile silt; the Nile was a transportation highway; the river enabled large-scale agriculture.
5. Grid-pattern streets, advanced sanitation.
6. The Indus script has not been deciphered — too few examples and no bilingual text.
7. The right to rule is given by Heaven; an unjust ruler loses it.
8. Sample: Mesopotamia (writing/laws); Egypt (pyramids/calendar); Indus (urban planning); China (bronze/Mandate).
9. Divination — predicting the future.
10. Sample: They created the institutions (writing, law, government, religion, agriculture) that all later civilizations built upon.
Answer Key — Q1 Unit Assessment
1. B
2. B
3. B
4. D
5. B
6. Sample: Rivers provided water, fertile silt, transportation, and food. The Nile, for example, flooded each year, depositing rich soil that made Egyptian agriculture possible.
7. Sample: The Code of Hammurabi is the world’s first written code of laws; it shows that ancient society valued public, written legal standards.
8. Sample: Hieroglyphs used pictures of objects; cuneiform used wedge-shaped marks. Hieroglyphs were carved or painted; cuneiform was pressed into clay.
9. Sample: Climate change drying out rivers; possible invasions; soil exhaustion.
10. Student map work; score for accuracy and completeness.
11. Student essay; score with the 4-point rubric.
Q2 — Classical Greece, Persia, and Early Rome
Answer Key — Worksheet 2A: Geography of the Mediterranean and Near East
Map answers: seas (Mediterranean, Aegean, Black, Red, Caspian, Persian Gulf); regions (Greece, Italy, Turkey, Iran, Egypt, Arabia); cities (Athens, Sparta, Rome, Persepolis, Alexandria, Constantinople); landforms (Italian, Greek, Anatolian peninsulas; Zagros Mountains).
1. Greece’s mountainous and island-filled geography made unification difficult.
2. Sample: Greeks became great traders and colonizers; sea travel was easier than overland travel through Greek mountains.
3. Minoan civilization.
4. Italian peninsula.
5. The Apennines.
6. The Tiber gave Rome fresh water, defense, and a route to the sea.
Answer Key — Worksheet 2B: Greek City-States and Athens
1. Polis.
2. Sample: Athens, Sparta, Corinth, Thebes.
3. Sample: Monarchy, oligarchy, democracy, tyranny.
4. 508 BCE.
5. Demos (people) + kratos (power) = “power of the people.”
6. Adult male citizens (born to Athenian parents) who had completed military training.
7. Women, slaves, foreigners (metics).
8. By raising hands in the Assembly.
9. Sample: Socrates, Plato, or Aristotle. They studied philosophy, ethics, politics, and nature.
10. Sample: Pythagoras (math); Hippocrates (medicine); Archimedes (physics); Euclid (geometry); Eratosthenes (geography).
11. Athletic games held every four years in Olympia (since 776 BCE).
12. Sample: the Parthenon, Greek temples, Doric/Ionic/Corinthian columns.
13. Military training (Sparta); reading, philosophy, music (Athens).
14. Military discipline (Sparta); philosophy and democracy (Athens).
15. Sample: Athens prized philosophy and democracy; Sparta prized military discipline and obedience.
Answer Key — Worksheet 2C: Persian Empire
1. Iran.
2. Cyrus the Great.
3. Persepolis.
4. Into provinces called satrapies, each ruled by a satrap.
5. A 1,700-mile road from Susa to Sardis, with relay stations for fast communication across the empire.
6. Persian kings let conquered peoples keep their own religion, customs, and local rulers, as long as they paid taxes and stayed loyal.
7. 490 BCE (Marathon) or 480 BCE (Salamis/Thermopylae).
8. Sample: Marathon, Thermopylae, Salamis, Plataea.
9. Sample: Greek city-states united against the common enemy, used superior naval tactics, and fought on home terrain.
10. Sample: The Persians built roads, postal systems, standardized coinage, and tolerated diverse cultures.
11. Zoroastrianism.
Answer Key — Worksheet 2D: Roman Republic
1. 753 BCE.
2. A republic.
3. Public matter / public thing (the people’s affair).
4. Patricians (wealthy/noble) and plebeians (commoners).
5. 300 (eventually 600).
6. Consuls.
7. Each consul could veto the other, preventing any one person from gaining too much power.
8. Dictator.
9. Written law code; 451 BCE.
10. Written laws meant everyone — patrician and plebeian — was subject to the same rules; this limited the arbitrary power of magistrates.
11. Punic Wars (3 wars against Carthage, 264–146 BCE).
12. Sample: Julius Caesar, Cicero, Pompey, Cato the Younger.
13. 27 BCE.
Answer Key — Comparison Chart: Athens, Sparta, Rome
Athens: democracy / adult male citizens / Assembly + jury courts / freedom & culture / philosophy & arts / Pericles / trade-based / democracy & philosophy.
Sparta: oligarchy / two kings + council + assembly / soldier-citizens (after age 30) / discipline & military / military training from age 7 / Leonidas / agricultural with helot labor / military reputation.
Rome (Republic): republic / patricians & plebeians / Senate + consuls + assemblies / public virtue & duty / law & civics / Caesar, Cicero / agricultural & conquest / law & republican government.
Answer Key — Primary Source: Pericles’ Funeral Oration
1. Pericles was the leader of Athens during its golden age in the 5th century BCE. He gave this speech in 431 BCE at a public funeral for Athenian war dead.
2. Sample: “the law gives equal justice to all; advancement in public life depends on what a man can do, not what family he comes from.”
3. Sample: Pericles wanted Athenians to see themselves as confident, open, and brave — proud of being a free people rather than a closed-off, defensive city.
4. Sample: “Wealth, with us, is not an excuse to boast but a chance to do good. Poverty is not shameful; the shame would be in not doing something to escape it.”
5. Athenian citizenship demanded active participation; political engagement was considered essential to being a useful person.
6. Sample: Pericles’ grand claims describe an ideal that did not include women, slaves, or foreigners. The reality fell far short of the speech’s vision.
7. Sample: Pericles wanted to honor the war dead, justify continuing the war, and celebrate Athenian democratic values.
Answer Key — Civics Drill: Comparing Ancient Governments
1. Monarchy: rule by one (usually hereditary).
2. Oligarchy: rule by a small group of wealthy or powerful.
3. Democracy: rule by the people (directly or through representatives).
4. Republic: a government where citizens elect representatives.
5. Theocracy: rule by religious leaders or by religious law.
6. Tyranny: rule by a single person who seized power, often violently.
7. Monarchy (or theocracy).
8. Oligarchy.
9. Democracy.
10. Republic.
11. Monarchy.
12. Student response; score for clarity of choice and quality of reasoning.
Answer Key — Quiz 2.1: Greece and Persia
1. Polis.
2. 508 BCE.
3. Sample: Socrates and Plato; or Aristotle.
4. Olympia.
5. Persepolis.
6. Sample: Marathon, Thermopylae, Salamis, Plataea.
7. A 1,700-mile road from Susa to Sardis for fast travel across the empire.
8. Sample: Sparta valued military discipline; Athens valued philosophy and democracy.
9. Zoroastrianism.
10. Greek geography (mountains, islands) kept communities separate.
Answer Key — Quiz 2.2: Roman Republic
1. 509 BCE.
2. Patricians and plebeians.
3. Two.
4. An advisory council of about 300 (later 600) wealthy older men with great influence on policy.
5. Rome’s first written law code (451 BCE).
6. The Punic Wars (against Carthage, 264–146 BCE).
7. Augustus.
8. So each consul could veto the other and prevent tyranny.
9. Sample: Innocent until proven guilty; equal protection under law; the right to a hearing; written, public laws.
10. Modern democracies use Roman ideas about elected representatives, written laws, civic virtue, and checks on executive power.
Answer Key — Q2 Unit Assessment
1. A
2. C
3. A
4. B
5. B
6. Sample: Athens emphasized philosophy and democracy; Sparta emphasized military discipline.
7. Persian rulers tolerated conquered peoples’ customs, languages, and religions.
8. To prevent any one consul from gaining absolute power; each could veto the other.
9. Made the laws public and equally binding on patricians and plebeians.
10. Pericles articulated principles of democratic government — equality before the law, advancement by merit, civic participation — that have inspired democrats ever since.
11. Student response; score for clarity of choice and quality of reasoning. Roman Republic is the strongest answer (representative government, written laws, elections, checks and balances).
12. Student essay; score with the 4-point rubric. Strong answers connect Athenian democracy and Roman Republic to modern legal, political, and cultural institutions.
Mid-Year Final
Answer Key — Mid-Year Final
1. C
2. B
3. A
4. B
5. B
6. C
7. B
8. A
9. B
10. B
11. Sample: Rivers provided water, fertile soil, and transport. Example: The Nile’s annual flood made Egyptian agriculture possible.
12. Sample: The Code of Hammurabi (c. 1750 BCE) was the world’s first written law code. It established the idea that laws should be public, written, and apply to everyone.
13. Sample: Annual flooding deposited fertile silt; the Nile served as transport; the river enabled large-scale farming.
14. Sample: Athens valued democracy and philosophy; Sparta valued military discipline.
15. Persians let conquered peoples keep their own languages, religions, and local customs.
16. An advisory council of senior Roman citizens; great influence on policy.
17. Sample: Innocent until proven guilty; equal protection; rule of law.
18. Sample: “an eye for an eye” — punishment matches the offense. “If a builder build a house…the builder shall be put to death.”
19. Sample: Babylonians believed in strict personal responsibility for one’s actions and one’s work; punishment fit (or exceeded) the crime.
20. Student map work; score for accuracy and completeness.
21. Student essay; score with the 4-point rubric.
Q3 — Roman and Han Empires, Trade, World Religions
Answer Key — Worksheet 3A: Roman Empire
1. Augustus (originally Octavian).
2. Augustus (meaning “revered one”).
3. Trajan.
4. Pax Romana (Roman Peace).
5. Senate.
6. Right to vote (in elections in the Republic), trial by law, the privilege of being addressed by their name in court.
7. Peregrini.
8. Sample: agricultural labor on huge estates (latifundia); domestic service; mining; tutoring (educated Greek slaves); fighting in the arena.
9. Sample: aqueducts, roads, the Colosseum, the Pantheon, sewers, baths, bridges.
10. Sample: Innocent until proven guilty; equal protection; written and public laws; right to confront accuser.
11. The Corpus Juris Civilis (Code of Justinian).
12. Italian, Spanish, French (also Portuguese, Romanian).
13. 476 CE.
14. Sample: barbarian invasions, economic decline, political instability, overextension of borders, weakening of central authority, plague.
15. Byzantine Empire.
Answer Key — Worksheet 3B: Han China
1. 202 BCE to 220 CE.
2. Liu Bang (later Emperor Gaozu).
3. True.
4. Son of Heaven.
5. Civil service examinations.
6. Confucianism.
7. Sample: harmony, hierarchy, filial piety (respect for parents), ethical behavior, education.
8. Paper.
9. Seismoscope (a device to detect earthquakes).
10. State monopolies.
11. Sample: pulse diagnostics, acupuncture, herbal medicine.
12. Central Asia.
13. The Silk Road.
14. Silk (also jade, porcelain, lacquerware).
Answer Key — Worksheet 3C: Silk Road and Indian Ocean Trade
1. China and the Mediterranean (East and West Asia and Europe).
2. Silk was the most famous and valuable trade good carried west from China.
3. Silk, porcelain, jade, paper, gunpowder, spices.
4. Glass, gold, silver, woolen goods, horses, wine.
5. Deserts (Taklamakan, Gobi), mountains (Pamirs, Tien Shan), bandits.
6. Bactrian camels (two-humped, adapted to extreme conditions).
7. Samarkand and Bukhara (also Kashgar, Dunhuang).
8. Caravans stopped to rest, trade, and resupply; oasis cities collected wealth from travelers.
9. Monsoon.
10. Ships sailed east on summer monsoons; west on winter monsoons. Timing of voyages depended on these wind patterns.
11. Sample: East Africa, Arabia, India, Southeast Asia, China.
12. Sample: religions (Buddhism, Christianity, Islam), technologies (paper, gunpowder), art styles, scripts.
13. Diseases.
14. Sample: The Silk Road connected very different cultures; ideas and technologies flowed both ways; people lived along it, made wealth from it, and changed because of it — much like the way the internet connects people today.
Answer Key — Worksheet 3D: World Religions
1. India (the Indus and Ganges valleys).
2. Many gods (but united in Brahman, the universal spirit).
3. Karma is the moral law of cause and effect: actions in this life shape future lives.
4. To achieve moksha — liberation from the cycle of rebirth.
5. Siddhartha Gautama.
6. 6th century BCE.
7. Sample: (1) Life involves suffering. (2) Suffering is caused by desire. (3) End desire and end suffering. (4) Follow the Eightfold Path to do so.
8. Sample: China, Japan, Korea, Southeast Asia, Tibet, Sri Lanka.
9. Jesus.
10. The Bible (Old and New Testaments).
11. 313 CE (Edict of Milan).
12. Theodosius I.
13. Ethical behavior and harmonious social relationships.
14. Confucianism does not emphasize gods or an afterlife; it focuses on right conduct, relationships, and government.
15. Sample: Confucianism and Buddhism both arose in Asia and emphasize self-cultivation, but Buddhism focuses on liberation from rebirth, while Confucianism focuses on social harmony in this life.
Answer Key — Comparison Chart: Rome and Han China
Rome: Rome / Empire under emperor + Senate / patrician + appointed officials / pagan, later Christian / aqueducts, roads, Colosseum / glass, wine, gold / Latin alphabet / fell 476 CE.
Han China: Chang’an (later Luoyang) / Empire under Son of Heaven / civil service examinations / Confucianism / Great Wall, Grand Canal, paper / silk, porcelain / Chinese characters / fell 220 CE due to internal divisions and rebellions.
Answer Key — Primary Source: Edicts of Ashoka
1. Ashoka was an emperor of the Mauryan Empire in India, ruled c. 268–232 BCE.
2. The conquest of Kalinga. Sample quote: “The slaughter and suffering of those people weigh on his mind.”
3. Moral law and righteousness — the right way of life.
4. Sample: He ordered medicinal herbs to be planted; he ordered wells to be dug and trees to be planted by the road.
5. “All religions should be respected. Acting otherwise harms one’s own religion and the religion of others.”
6. Sample: Ashoka valued moral leadership, religious tolerance, and the welfare of his subjects over military glory. After Kalinga, he saw conquest by violence as wrong and “conquest by dharma” as right. Cite: “the only true conquest is the conquest by dharma.”
7. Sample: Both Persian and Mauryan empires were unusually tolerant of conquered peoples’ religions and customs — although Ashoka’s motivation was Buddhist while Persian kings’ was practical/political.
Answer Key — Quiz 3.1: Rome and Han
1. Augustus.
2. Augustus (“revered one”).
3. About 200 years of relative peace under the Roman Empire (27 BCE – 180 CE).
4. Liu Bang (Emperor Gaozu).
5. Confucianism.
6. Paper.
7. Sample: seismoscope, sundial, advances in astronomy or medicine.
8. B
9. 476 CE.
10. Sample: Both were vast empires with strong central governments; both built monumental architecture and roads; both had extensive trade and a large educated bureaucratic class.
Answer Key — Quiz 3.2: Trade and World Religions
1. Siddhartha Gautama (the Buddha).
2. Jesus.
3. India.
4. China.
5. Silk, porcelain, spices, glass, gold (any two).
6. Bactrian camels.
7. Seasonal winds that reversed direction between summer and winter; ships timed voyages to match them.
8. Made Christianity legal in the Roman Empire (Edict of Milan).
9. Sample: the Four Noble Truths, the Eightfold Path, karma, the goal of nirvana.
10. Religions, technologies, art styles, diseases (any two).
Answer Key — Q3 Unit Assessment
1. C
2. B
3. B
4. A
5. B
6. Sample: Both large empires with central governments, both built monumental architecture, both had highly developed bureaucracies, both traded extensively.
7. Sample: Rome’s officials were largely patricians (aristocracy); Han China selected officials by merit through civil service examinations.
8. Sample: It carried not only goods but also religions, technologies, art, and ideas across thousands of miles — much like the internet connects modern cultures.
9. After conquering Kalinga, he was horrified by the suffering; he converted to Buddhism, renounced violent conquest, and tried to rule by moral principles (dharma).
10. Sample: Christianity offered hope and meaning during Roman decline; missionaries actively spread it; persecution made it grow; eventually Constantine legalized and supported it.
11. Sample: Both are major world religions that began with the teachings of a single founder and spread far beyond their place of origin. Different: Buddhism focuses on inner liberation from rebirth; Christianity focuses on salvation through faith in Jesus.
12. Student essay; score with the 4-point rubric.
Q4 — The Medieval World
Answer Key — Worksheet 4A: Byzantine Empire
1. Byzantine.
2. Constantinople.
3. Constantine.
4. Greek.
5. Justinian.
6. Corpus Juris Civilis (Code of Justinian).
7. It preserved Roman law and made it the foundation of legal systems across Europe for centuries.
8. Hagia Sophia.
9. Orthodox (Eastern Orthodox).
10. Roman Catholic.
11. Sample: Disputes over papal authority, theological differences, language differences (Greek vs Latin), political tensions.
12. 1453 CE.
13. The Ottoman Turks (Sultan Mehmet II).
14. Sample: Preserved Roman law and Greek learning, which flowed back to Western Europe and helped spark the Renaissance.
Answer Key — Worksheet 4B: Rise and Spread of Islam
1. Arabian.
2. Muhammad.
3. Quran.
4. Mecca and Medina.
5. Monotheistic. Allah.
6. Sample: Declaration of faith (shahada), prayer (salat), charity (zakat), fasting (sawm), pilgrimage (hajj).
7. Five times per day, facing Mecca.
8. Ramadan.
9. About 100 years (by ~750 CE Islam reached from Spain to the Indus).
10. Caliphs.
11. Sunni and Shia.
12. Sample: military conquest, trade networks, religious appeal, tolerance of “people of the book” (Jews and Christians).
13. Islamic Golden Age.
14. The House of Wisdom (Bayt al-Hikma).
15. Sample: algebra, the spread of Hindu-Arabic numerals (including zero), optics (Ibn al-Haytham), medicine (Ibn Sina), astronomy.
16. Sample: algebra, algorithm, zero, sugar, coffee, cotton, magazine, arsenal.
Answer Key — Worksheet 4C: Medieval Europe
1. Middle (Dark).
2. Learning and writing (and Roman tradition).
3. King of the Franks; ruled c. 768–814 CE; built a large Christian empire across Western Europe.
4. Holy Roman Emperor.
5. Land for service (military or labor).
6. King; nobles (lords); knights.
7. Serfs.
8. A large estate owned by a lord, including farmland, a manor house, and a village.
9. Sample: With Rome’s fall, no strong central government existed to provide security; feudalism let local lords offer protection in exchange for service.
10. The Pope.
11. Sample: religious authority, preserved learning, charity, education, mediation between rulers.
12. Jerusalem (the Holy Land).
13. Sample: increased contact between Europe and the Islamic world; reintroduced Greek learning to Europe; weakened feudal lords.
14. Magna Carta. It established the principle that the king is subject to the law and limited his power; the foundation of constitutional government.
15. Sample: theology, law, medicine, philosophy, the liberal arts (grammar, rhetoric, logic, arithmetic, geometry, music, astronomy).
16. Flying buttresses.
Answer Key — Worksheet 4D: Tang/Song China and Japan
1. Chang’an.
2. Knowledge of Confucian classics.
3. Sample: woodblock printing, gunpowder (first developed by Tang chemists), porcelain, compass.
4. Sample: Li Bai or Du Fu.
5. Movable type printing.
6. Gunpowder weapons.
7. Compass. Used for sea navigation by the 11th century.
8. Shinto.
9. Writing system, Buddhism, Confucianism, government structures.
10. Shoguns.
11. Samurai. Bushido (“way of the warrior”).
12. Sample: Both had a warrior class bound by an honor code; both involved local lords with serfs/peasants; both depended on a system of loyalty.
Answer Key — Worksheet 4E: African Kingdoms
1. West Africa.
2. Sahara Desert.
3. Gold and salt.
4. Camels.
5. Gold and salt.
6. To prevent rivals from stealing the source of their wealth.
7. Around 1200 CE; weakened by attacks from Almoravids (Muslim Berbers from North Africa) and shifting trade routes.
8. Mansa Musa.
9. Mecca.
10. Timbuktu.
11. Islam.
12. Askia the Great (Muhammad I).
13. Sample: They show that medieval Africa had great wealth, scholarship, and global trade; they connect African history to world history, particularly through trans-Saharan and Indian Ocean trade and the spread of Islam.
Answer Key — Worksheet 4F: Mongol Empire and Black Death
1. Genghis Khan (Temujin).
2. Sample: China, Central Asia, Persia, Russia, parts of Eastern Europe.
3. Cavalry archers.
4. Religions and merchants/trade.
5. Pax Mongolica.
6. Marco Polo.
7. Sample: The Mongols protected long-distance traders, integrated Eurasia for the first time, and made it possible for ideas, technologies, and diseases to travel across the entire continent.
8. 1347–1351 CE.
9. The Silk Road and Mediterranean shipping routes.
10. Roughly 30–60 percent.
11. Sample: severe labor shortages (which improved peasants’ bargaining power); decline of feudalism; loss of trust in the Church; investment in better medicine and public health.
12. Sample: the Renaissance; printing press; the Age of Exploration; the Protestant Reformation; gunpowder weapons; rise of strong nation-states.
Answer Key — Comparison Chart: Byzantium, Caliphate, Medieval Europe
Byzantium: Constantinople / Orthodox Christianity / Greek / monarchy under emperor / Code of Justinian, Hagia Sophia / preserved Greek and Roman learning intact / strict Orthodox observance / fell to Ottomans 1453.
Islamic Caliphate: Damascus, Baghdad, Cordoba / Islam / Arabic / caliphate / House of Wisdom, mathematics, optics, medicine / preserved and extended Greek/Roman/Persian/Indian learning / tolerant of “People of the Book” / divided into smaller states over time.
Medieval Europe: Rome (the Pope) and various royal capitals / Roman Catholic Christianity / Latin / feudal monarchy + Church / Gothic cathedrals, universities, Magna Carta / partially recovered ancient learning via translations from Arabic / often intolerant / gradually transformed into early modern European states.
Answer Key — Primary Source: Ibn Battuta
1. Ibn Battuta was a Moroccan Muslim scholar (1304–1369) who set out from Tangier in 1325 for the pilgrimage to Mecca.
2. Sample: “mistress of broad regions and fruitful lands, boundless in multitude of buildings, peerless in beauty.”
3. Sample: “the people of this country are scrupulous about prayer; their men learn the Quran by heart.”
4. Sample: “the slave-girls and serving-women who appeared before the king naked.”
5. Chinese commerce uses paper money rather than gold or silver coins; merchants travel in large organized companies; Chinese roads are safer than any others he saw.
6. Sample: The medieval Islamic world stretched from West Africa to China; people traveled long distances; Arabic was the common language of learning across this region.
7. Sample: Both involved long-distance overland travel and trade; both connected very different cultures. Different: Ibn Battuta’s journey was primarily religious and scholarly; the Silk Road was primarily commercial.
Answer Key — Quiz 4.1: Byzantium and Islam
1. Constantinople.
2. Justinian.
3. 1453, to the Ottoman Turks.
4. Muhammad.
5. The Quran.
6. Sample: prayer, fasting, pilgrimage, charity, declaration of faith.
7. Baghdad.
8. Sample: algebra (al-Khwarizmi); optics (Ibn al-Haytham); medicine (Ibn Sina); astronomy.
9. Sample: algebra, algorithm, zero, coffee, sugar.
10. The split of Christianity into Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic branches in 1054 CE.
Answer Key — Quiz 4.2: Medieval Europe, Asia, Africa
1. King of the Franks (768–814 CE); crowned Holy Roman Emperor on Christmas Day 800.
2. A system in which lords granted land to vassals in exchange for military service or other obligations.
3. A 1215 English charter that limited the king’s power and established the principle that even the king is subject to law.
4. Sample: gunpowder, movable type printing, compass, porcelain.
5. Shinto.
6. Sample: Ghana, Mali, Songhai.
7. King of Mali in the 14th century; famous for his pilgrimage to Mecca in 1324, which displayed enormous wealth.
8. Genghis Khan.
9. A period of relative peace and protected trade across the Mongol-controlled Silk Road.
10. A bubonic plague pandemic that killed 30–60% of Europe’s population (1347–1351); transformed European society.
Answer Key — Q4 Unit Assessment
1. C
2. A
3. B
4. C
5. B
6. It preserved Roman law for the next thousand years and shaped modern Western legal systems.
7. Sample: algebra, optics, medicine (Canon of Medicine), preservation and translation of Greek philosophy.
8. It established that the king is subject to the law — the foundation of constitutional government.
9. They controlled the trans-Saharan trade in gold and salt, taxing the caravans that crossed their territory.
10. Mongol military protection made the Silk Road safer than ever before, allowing trade, technologies, religions, and ideas to flow freely across Eurasia.
11. Sample similarity: Both grew out of Mediterranean civilization and built monumental cities (Constantinople, Baghdad, Cordoba). Sample difference: Byzantium was Orthodox Christian and Greek-speaking; the Caliphate was Islamic and Arabic-speaking.
12. Student essay; score with the 4-point rubric. Strong responses cite specific evidence: Islamic Golden Age science, Tang/Song Chinese inventions, Mali’s wealth and learning, Byzantine preservation of Roman law.
Year-End Final
Answer Key — Year-End Final
1. B
2. B
3. B
4. B
5. B
6. B
7. B
8. A
9. C
10. B
11. A
12. B
13. Mesopotamia: cuneiform writing / Code of Hammurabi. Egypt: pyramids / hieroglyphs. Indus: grid cities / advanced sanitation. China: Mandate of Heaven / oracle bone writing.
14. Athens valued democracy and philosophy; Sparta valued military discipline.
15. An advisory council of Roman senators with great influence on government policy.
16. It was about two centuries of relative peace and prosperity that allowed Roman law, trade, and engineering to flourish across the empire.
17. Silk and porcelain (or any two: spices, gunpowder, glass, gold).
18. Sample: military conquest, missionary activity, trade networks, religious appeal, and Muslim tolerance of “People of the Book.”
19. Sample: algebra, optics (Ibn al-Haytham’s Book of Optics), medicine (Ibn Sina), the spread of Hindu-Arabic numerals including zero.
20. It established the principle that the king is subject to the law — the foundation of constitutional government.
21. They controlled the trans-Saharan trade in gold and salt.
22. Severe population decline; labor shortages; decline of feudalism; rise of stronger nation-states; transformation toward the Renaissance.
23. Sample: “The law gives equal justice to all; advancement in public life depends on what a man can do, not what family he comes from.”
24. He calls such a person “useless.”
25. Sample: Athenian democracy excluded women, slaves, and foreigners — perhaps 85% of the population. Pericles’ vision was inspiring but represented an ideal for a relatively small group of citizens, not the actual life of most Athenians.
26. Student map work; score for accuracy and completeness.
27. Student essay; score with the 4-point rubric.
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